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About AAFE

ω History of Tenant Rights and 
Community Activism

ω Developed and preserved over 86 
buildings creating almost 700 units 
of affordable housing through the 
reinvestment of $88 million into our 
communities.

ω Secured over $244 million in 
mortgage financing for over 1,700 
homebuyers, and provided 
comprehensive, full-cycle 
homeownership counseling to over 
7,100 prospective homeowners.

ω Disbursed $13.4 million in loans to 
over 300 small businesses, creating 
243 jobs and retaining 1,251 jobs.  
Renaissance on average provides 
500 small businesses with technical 
assistance every year.



NYC Trends

ωOver 53% of renters were rent burdened (paying 
more than 30% of their income on rent) in 2008
ςIndividual percentage of Black, Hispanic, and Asian who 

were rent burdened increased ςan astonishing 56.2% of 
Asian renters pay more than 30% of their income on gross 
rent.  

ω80% of low-income New Yorkers in the private rental 
market pay more than 30% of their income on rent, 
and nearly half were paying more than 50% of their 
income on rent.

(Source: NYU Furman Center)



Chinatown/Lower East Side Trends

ωHousing stock in the area is some of the oldest in the city, 
which means that many families without financial resources 
live in dangerous and uninhabitable conditions.  

ωChinatown and LES lost 10% of its rent-regulated units 
between the years 2002-2005.  This, coupled with a lack of 
financial resources, limits options for many in our community.

ωWe have seen situations where 12 people will live in a one 
bedroom apartment due to a lack of affordable housing.  
ςIn fact, foreign-born New Yorkers are three times more likely to live in 

overcrowded conditions, with 1 in 4 immigrants in cramped living 
quarters, as compared to just 8% of native-born residents. 

(Source: NYU Furman Center)



Lead Poisoning & Asthma

ωChildhood lead poisoning is a health problem that may be 
associated with decreased intelligence, learning and behavioral 
problems, and delayed growth and development. While the 
number of lead-poisoned children (0-17 years old) in New York City 
has declined dramatically over the past decade, the Health 
Department aims to eliminate lead poisoning by preventing 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ-based paint and other sources of lead.

ω In 2004, 84 children on the Lower East Side (17/1,000) were newly 
identified with lead poisoning (defined as a blood lead level greater 
ǘƘŀƴ ƻǊ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƻ мл ˃ƎκŘ[ύΦ

ω /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ άǘǊƛƎƎŜǊǎΣέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 
of second-hand smoke or dust, can cause asthma attacks. Some housing 
conditions associated with asthma triggers, such as rodent or roach 
infestation, are more common in some neighborhoods than others.

(Source: NYC Community Health Profile)



Housing and Health

ωWell-constructed and managed affordable housing 
developments can reduce health problems 
associated with poor quality housing by limiting 
exposure to allergens, neurotoxins and other 
dangers.

ωStable, affordable housing may improve health 
outcomes for individuals with chronic illnesses and 
disabilities and seniors by providing a stable and 
efficient platform for the ongoing delivery of health 
care and other necessary services.



Housing and Health

ωBy alleviating crowding, affordable housing can 
reduce exposure to stressors and infectious disease, 
leading to improvements in physical and mental 
health.
ωUse of green building and transit-oriented 

development strategies can lower exposure to 
pollutants by improving the energy efficiency of 
homes and reducing reliance on personal vehicles.
ωBy providing families with greater residential 

stability, affordable housing can reduce stress and 
related adverse health outcomes.

(Source: Enterprise)
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Open Space and Parks

ωDespite being one of the top five most densely 
populated areas in New York City, the 
ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 
200,000 people is dismally small: only 0.7 
acres of open space per 1,000 people, as 
opposed to the recommended 2.5 acres per 
1,000 people.

ωtŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ /ƘƛƴŀǘƻǿƴΩǎ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ wƻƻƳǎέ



Immigrant and Parks Collaborative

ωThe Immigrants & 
Parks Collaborative 
works to ensure our 
ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
democratic, 
representative of 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΩ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
needs, and serve as 
relevant resources for 
all New Yorkers. 



ωIt consists of ten vibrant 
organizations working in 
eight parks throughout the 
city. 
ωCommitted to fueling 
locally driven, immigrant-led 
community development by 
creating opportunities for 
civic engagement in 
neighborhood parks, the 
Collaborative encourages 
local government, 
institutions, and 
organizations to work 
together to use parks in 
creative ways for inclusive 
community development 
and park improvements. 




