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PolicyLink is a national 
research and action institute 

advancing economic and 
social equity by 

Lifting Up What Works. ®



ÅPolicyLink in partnership with The 
Arkansas Center for Health 
Improvement (ACHI) has established 
the new Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation (RWJF) Center to Prevent 
Childhood Obesity (CPCO). 

Robert Wood Johnson Center to 
Prevent Childhood Obesity 



Robert Wood Johnson Center to 
Prevent Childhood Obesity 

ïThe Center serves as the lynchpin of the 
Foundationôs strategy to reverse the childhood 
obesity epidemic by 2015. 

ïThe Center is a leader in the national movement 
for long - term changes to support and promote 
healthy environments. 



Why

Childhood

Obesity?
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National Childhood Obesity Trends
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NHANES data sources: Ogden et al. Prevalence and Trends in Overweight Among US Children and 
Adolescents, 1999 -2000 . JAMA 2002;288(14):1728 -1732. Ogden et al. Prevalence of Overweight and 
Obesity in the United States, 1999 -2004 . JAMA 2006;295(13):1549 -1555. 
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Data for these maps were retrieved from the Child and 

Adolescent Health Measurement Initiative, 2007 National 

Surveys of Children's Health, Data Resource Center for Child 

and Adolescent Health website (accessed 5/26/09,  

www.nschdata.org). 

Percentage of Children who are Overweight or 
Obese Aged 10 ï17 Years by State (2007)

http://www.nschdata.org/


Consequences of Childhood Obesity

ÅShorter life expectancy 
for this generation 1

ÅEarly emergence of 
adult onset diseases

ÅAssociated adult 
medical costs $147 
billion 2

ÅImpact on vulnerable 
populations
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1 Olshansky, S.J., Passaro, D.J., Hershow, R.C., Layden, J., Carnes, B.A., Brody, J. et al., (2005).  A Potential Decline in Li fe 
Expectancy in the United States in the 21st Century.  New England Journal of Med . 352:1138 -1145.
2 Finkelstien, E.A., Trogdon, J.G., Cohen, J.W., & Dietz, W. (2009). ñAnnual Medical Spending Attributable to Obesity: Payer-and 
Service -Specific Estimates.ò Health Affairs. 5: w822 -w831.
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Energy Balance Framework of 
the RWJF Center

ÅIncreasing childrenôs 
consumption of healthy 
foods and beverages and 
decreasing consumption of 
unhealthy alternatives

ÅIncreasing physical 
activity

ÅBuilding awareness and 
support



Factors Linked to Creating Energy 
Imbalance

ÅFood Environment

ÅBuilt Environment

ïTransportation

ïParks

ïSafety

ÅEducation and the School Setting
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