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Native Hawaiians,the indigenous peoples of the 

Hawaiian archipelago -- descendants of the original 
inhabitants of the Hawaiian archipelago, which was organized as a 
nation before the arrival of 

the first foreigners in 1778

(U.S. Congress, 1992).
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*

Kanakahuman being, person

Maoli true, real, genuine     
of, from, returning to 
the ©aina(land) 
native, aboriginal, indigenous



.

ñéIndians are above middle size, strong, well madeéof a dark 

copper Colouréwalk gracefully, run nimbly and are capable of 

great fatigueé. Women  have handsome faces égood 

Teethéagreeable tempersétruly good 

natured, social, friendly, and humane, possessing much 

livelyness and a constant flow of good Humour.ò

Cook et al. observe Makahiki, Kealakekua, January 1779

Courtesy of Bishop Museum



Our historyé

1.  Rapid depopulation following Western contact -
90% within 100 years and minority status

2.  Foreign exploitation - traditional subsistence-
sharing economy replaced by for-profit, cash
economy

3.  Cultural conflict - suppression of native beliefs
and practices

4.  Adoption of harmful foreign ways - tobacco, diet

5.  Racism and malice from imposed dominant     
society ςblood quantum, non-arable land
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Within 100 years of Western contact, the 

native population had been reduced 90% 

to about 40,000 mainly due to introduced 

infections


